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HONOURABTL BF 7 
| THE * 'F 
COURT of DIRECTORS 


For the ArFairs of 


THE HONOURABLE 
UNITED Eaft-Inflia COMPANY, 
| THE 8 

| | : 0 * 8 | 
BAR Hool 15. RLAISTED, 


* 5 


Late M aſter Attendant at Calcutta, 


C34 


To the Honourable the Court of Di- 
rectors for the Affairs of the Ho- 
nourable United Eaſt- India Com- 
pany. 


The Humble Memorial of Bartholomew Plaiſted, 
late Maſter Attendant at Calcutta, | 


SHEWETH, 


HAT your Memorialiſt having met with 
a moſt injurious Treatment from your 
Preſident and Co. at Calcutta, for no other 
Cauſe than his ſtrictly adhering to his Duty during 
the Buxyſhip of Meſſrs Bellamy and Kempe, in op- 
poling ſome very extraordinary Proceedings of 
their Baneans, was, in a very AE K 
ner, turned out of his Poſt of Surveyor, which 
obliged him alſo to lay down the Poſt of Engineer, 
and to come to England in the year 1750, at a very 
great Expence, to apply to your Honours for Re- 
dreſs ; which you were pleaſed to grant him on a 
fair Hearing on the Memorial which he then pre- 
ſented, ſo far as to make a Minute in your Reſo- 
lution for his Juſtification and Re-eſtabliſhment, 
which was ſignified to your Preſident and Council 
at Calcutta by your general Letter, per Godolphin, 
being the next Shipping. | | 


In conſequence of his being thus reſtored to the 

Service of this honourable Company, your Memo- 

rialiſt received expreſs Qrders from the Committee 

to lay hefore them a Plan, ta prevent as much ag 

poſſible, for the future, Abuſes in the Poſt of Buxy; 

in obedience to which he did accordingly draw vp 
| 2 


3 


his 8 

the Court of Directors to give ſuch Orders as they 
ſhould fee! fit; who were pleaſed to forward the 
ſaid Plan to Calcutta, with Pirections for its being 
put in Execution. Vide Extracts marked A and B. 


Your Memorialiſt, no way doubting that a ready 


Obedience would be paid to the Orders of the 
Court, embarked for Calcutta, but found on his 


Arrival how egregiouſly he was miſtaken, receiving 
Letters from ſome Friends at his firſt coming into 


- -. . * , 


Reception from what he expected. 


the River, that he ſhould meet with a very different 


| 1 8 2 
However, not being conſcious of having don 
any thing he ought to be aſhamed of, he proceeded 
to pay the cuſtomary Viſits of Reſpects to the Pre- 
ſident and Council, but ſoon found, by the cool 
Bebaviour of moſt of them, how dangerous it was 
to ſpeak Truth at all Times; ant that the having 
preſumed (tho' in obedience to your Orders) to 
ſuggeſt Regulations for a Poſt belonging to one in 
the Council, was a Crime too atrocious to be for- 
iven, as it, will appear by their Conſultations of 


. 


* 


How little Succeſs this Behaviour had to deter 


your. Memorialiſt from ſtanding to what he had aſ- 
ferted in England, he refers to the Defence he then 
made; and as they thought fit afterwards to give 
him thoſe Employs as a Juſtice due to him, which 
they had refuſed him at his firſt coming, contrary to 
your expreſs Orders, it fully clears the Innocence 
of your Memorialiſt from the groſs Allegations of 
the Charge, and proves che Injuſtice thereof. 
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Sentiments in Writing, and ſubmitted them to. 
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But the Behaviour of Mr. M*Guize, in cutting 


bim down with a Broad Sword, when he came to 
pay him a civil Viſit in the Afternoon, whereby he 
loſt five Pints of Blood before he could be dreſt by 
the Surgeons, was ſo barbarous and inhuman, and 
the Methods taken afterwards to ſkreen the Cri- 
minal from Juſtice, as well from the Reſentment of 


the Company, appears ſo extraordinary, under 


your Honours Authority for further Particulars, 
he ſtands referred to the Depoſitions on which the 
Grand Jury found the Bill of Indictment, and to 
the other Part of the Record of the Tryal; and the 
Conſultation of Auguſt and September, referred to 
above, fully manifeſt the bad Diſpoſition of your 
Preſident and Co. towards your Memorialiſt, on 
account of his having laid the ſaid Plan for pre- 
venting for the future the Abuſes in the Buxyſhip, 
which was the true Source of all the Misfortunes 
which your Memorialift has ſuffered ; and which 
Plan, notwithſtanding your repeated Orders, was 
hever put in Execution till September, 1755, as will 
appear by their Conſultation ;z and this was occaſioned 
by your conſtituting the Committee of Account. 


Theſe ſevere and long continued Perſecutions and 
Oppreſſions by the Preſident and Council, brought 
on your Memorialiſt a very ſevere Fit of Sickneſs, 
which greatly indangered his Life, and deprived 
him of the Uſe of his Limbs for many Months 
and would undoubtedly have put an End to his 
Life, by bearing him down and ſinking him in- 
tirely, had he not been ſupported by a firm Confi- 
dence and Reliance on your Honours Juſtice and 
Candour; of which you were pleaſed to give a 
ſignal Inſtance, by directing and oommanding; in 
the moſt peremptory Manner, your Preſident and 
Co. at Calcutta to make a full and ſtrict Enquiry 

IO into 
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(6) | 
3ato every Circumſtance of Mr. M. Cuirꝰs Behaviour 
to your Memorialiſt, and to report the whole to 

your 'Honours, and to ſuſpend Mr. M*Guire if 
— eulpable. Vide — mark d (C.) 


ee 


But ſo far were the Preſident and Council fram 
paying a due Obedience to this Order of your 
Honqurs, that the meaneſt Subterfuge was made 
uſe of to evade it; for your Memorialiſt being then 
in a weak Condition, having loſt the Uſe of his 
Limbs, and expecting every Day would prove his 

laft, Mr. Frankland, on a Viſit, took Advantage 
of the low Condition in which he found your 
Memorialiſt to requeſt, in the Name of himſelf 
and Mr. Manningham, to drop his Reſentment 
againſt Mr. M*Gwre z (theſe two Gentlemen being 
both Mr. M*Guire's Attorneys, as well as two. of 
the Juſtices before whom the faid M*Guire pleaded 
guilty, and two of your Council, to whom your 
Commands were directed as above:) and your 
Memorialiſt, thinking himſelf a dying Man, did, 
as a Chriſtian, on this Application declare, that 
he was ready to forget and forgive, little imaginin 
that ſuch uſe would be made of this Chriſtian Diſ- 
poſition, as to ſtifle an Enquiry ſo poſitively com- 
manded by your Honours, to endeavour wholely 
to excuſe Mr. M*Guire, who had leave to come to 
Calcutta in the Interim to vindicate himſelf if he 
could; the Reſult of which has been the privately 
charging your Memorialiſt with having = the 
Aggreſſor, and with having made a falſe Repreſen- 
ration of the Fact to your 1. —5 : Which 
and untrue State. of the Caſe your Memorialiſt 
thinks they would hardly have — to have 
done, but en a. We Fa wor” "— 
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Wpany's Employ ; thus acquitting in their Report fo 


W (7). 
Death would prevent it ever coming to his 
Knowledge. : 


But oh Mr. M*Guire's coming to Town, tho' no 
Aceuſer was ſummoned to appear againſt him, his 
whole Defence conſiſted in a ſhort Addrefs, where 
he had Recourſe to that poor Shift of pretending 


and his two material Witneſſes were dead; and, 
without giving your Memorialiſt the leaſt Notice, 
the Preſident and Council took upon them, by 
the Recollection of their own Memories, to acquit 
Mr. M*Guire intirely, and to charge your Memo- 
tialiſt with being the Aggreſſor, without making 
the leaſt Mention of the * taken before 
che Grand Jury, nor the Trial upon Record, 
whereby it appears M*Guirepleaded guilty, nor make 
any. Apology or Excuſe for leaving ſeveral of the 
Depoſitions taken in this Affair in the Cuftody of 
rhe Criminal himſelf, to produce or not, as ſhould 


W beſt ſuit his own fes, inſtead of leaving them 
in the "Cuſtody of the Clerk of the Peace: (all 
which appears in the 163d Paragraph of the 9th 
of December, 1754.) Circumſtances ſuch as theſe 
ſurely could not poſſibly eſcape the Memory of 
N eto had fat on the Trial, when they pro- 
cis to uſe their beſt Recollection in order to lay an 
mpartial State of the Fact before your Honours, 
o be determined by your ſuperior Wiſdom and 
WEquity ; and of thefe Gentlemen there were no leſs 
han five who ſigned the Letter with the 163d 


Paragraph, and who fat as Judges on the Trial, 
ind Ras the, Criminal twenty Pounds; which 


Wowever was not levied in leſs than two Tears and 
half; in all which Time no Security was taken for 


, tho” the Critninal was at large, and in the Com- 


your 


that the Depoſitions taken in this Affair were loft, - - | 


(8) 


your Honours, as Members of your-Council, the 
Criminal whom themſelves had condemned as 
Judges, upon his own Confeſſion, by the Laws of 
his Country. Vide Copy of ſaid 163d Paragraph 
of the General Letter, mark'd (D.) and Copy of 
the Trial, mark'd F. 2 | 


It was full four Months after this Report (taken 
from ſo partial an Enquiry) was tranſmitted to your 
Honours before your Memorialiſt got the leaſt 
Notice of it ; whereupon, he applied to the Board, 
by a Letter dated May 5, 1755. Copy of which is 
here annexed, mark'd E, wherein he took the Li- 
berty of expoſtulating on the, Unfairneſs of their 
Proceedings in favour of Mr. M*Guzre, and was in 
hopes they would then have admitted him to, have 
exhibited his own Proofs of- the-Injuries he had re- 
ceived ; but this was a Favour he could not ob- 

tain, neither by this nor by any other Applications 
to the Gentlemen in Council; -whereupon he found 
himſelf under an abſolute Neceſſity of appealing 
from the Board directly to your Honours, as the 
only Reſource he had left. , 3 


Accordingly, purſuant to your Honours Orders, 
that every Thing ſhould paſs thro? the Channel of 
your Board, on the 24th of November, 1755," your 
Memorialiſt preſented to the Board his Memorial to 

our Honours, to be duly tranſmitted, that you 
might the better judge of the extreme Hardſhip of 
his Caſe, and give him ſuch Relief as you ſhould 

ſee fit; in which it might have been very ex- 
cuſable, altho' the great Injuries which he had re- 
ceived had drawn from him ſome Sharpneſs of Ex- 
. preſſion againſt his Oppreſſors, Which he is no way 
. conſcious that he has uſed ; but your Council not- 
.withſlanding were fo highly incenſed- with the fad 
ws . © ROS 


1 
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(9g) 


Memorial, that they immediately reſolved, and did 
actually ſuſpend your Memorialiſt from his Poſt of 
Maſter Attendant, which your Honours had be- 
ſtowed on him, alledging for a Reaſon his uſing 
theſe or the like Words in his Memorial; vis. 
« That his Reputation was as dear to him as to any 
e other, (however armed with Power and intrenched 
& with Dignity.”) Which could mean no more, 
« Than that he had the ſame Regard for bis own 
« Reputation as any other Man had for his, let him 
«. be ever ſo great; which is, and ought to be true 
of every honeſt Man, who cannot but have an 
equal Value for his Reputation as the greateſt Man 
upon Earth has or ought to have, it having been 
his ſole Aim ever ſince your Memorialiſt has had 


the Honour to be employed by your Honours. - 


And whereas they alledge in their general Letter 


by the London, That they ſhould be ſubjef to the 


„Contempt of the Inhabitants living under their Pro- 
« teftion if they had not reſented ſuch an Expreſſion.” 
Your Memorialiſt can no way conceive how an Ex- 
preſſion, made uſe of in a Memorial addreſſed and 
tranſmitted to your Honours, ſhould come to the 


Notice of the Inhabitants of Calcutta, if it had not 


been for the exceeding Forwardneſs of the Gentle- 
men in Council to reſent it with ſuch extreme Seve- 
rity as has neceſſarily made it publick in Exgland, 


as well as Calcutta. And as to the Inſinuation of 


their uſing their Power to do wrong, tho' this Ex- 
preſſion muſt be extremely tortured to force that 
particularly to any ſuch Meaning, ſomething of 
that Kind muſt neceſſarily be underſtood in every 


Appeal, which is never made to a higher Tribunal, 
but where the Party appealing believes himſelf to 


have received Wrong from the inferior Tribunal. 
Vide the ſaid Memorial, mark'd G; Conſultation, 
ie B mark d 
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mark'd H; and Paragraph of General Letter, 
mark'd I. 


| Upon the whole, your Memorialiſt cannot but 
remark, and doubts not, but that it will clearly 
appear to your Honours, | 


That the repeated and continued Perſecutions 
which he has ſuffered from the Preſident and 
Council of Calcutta, for theſe ſeven Years paſt, 
has been principally, or rather ſolely, owing to his 
honeſt and ſincere Endeavours to ſerve the Com- 
pany, by laying before them the Plan for prevent- 
ing the Abuſes in the Execution of the Buxyſhip; 
as will more fully appear by referring to Auguſt 
Conſultation, 1752, and to the Records of the 
Seſſions of this Affair; where, if the Depoſitions 
taken before the Grand Jury had not been loſt, it 
would appear more particular, that on his Arrival 
at Calcutta in July, 1752, Mr. Vm. M Guire did, 
in his own Houſe, aſſault your Memorialiſt in a 
moſt cruel and ungentleman-like Manner as an 
Informer, without any Provocation at that Time 
given by your Memorialiſt, and did wound your 
Memorialift in a very dangerous Manner, to the 
very great Hazard of his Life; whereof the ſaid 
M*<Guire was convicted, upon his own Confeſſion, 
on the 14th of November following; and for which 
Fact the ſaid M Guire was fined twenty Pounds, 
and no more; which Fine was not levied in due 
time. 


That notwithſtanding the Orders from the Court 
of Directors to have a full and ſtrict Enquiry made 
into the ſaid Fact, they, the ſaid Preſident and 
Council, upon their own Memories only, endea- 
vour to acquit the ſaid M*Guire of a Fact of —__ 
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That when your Memorialiſt, in a Letter of the 
of May, 17835, expoſtulated on the Partiality 
of their Enquiry and Report to your Honours, he 
was without Redreſs; and when on, the 24th of 
November following, he deliyered to them a Memo- 
rial to be forwarded to this Honourable Court, 
they immediately ſuſpended him from his Employ 
of Maſter Attendant, which has obliged him to 
make a ſecond Voyage to England to make his 
Complaint in Perſo n. 
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Your Memorialiſt therefore humbly: hopes. 
this Honourable Court will take: the 
_ Premiſes into their moſt ſerious Conſide⸗ 
ration, and take ſuch Reſolutions there- 
upon as ſhall be. moſt, agreeable, to their 
own Wiſdom. and Equity, and ſuch. as 
may ſufficiently vindicate their Autho- 
rity, and inforce Obedience to their Or- 
ders for the future from all their Officers 
abroad, in what Station ſoever: And 
may likewiſe protect an innocent Man, 
who has been highly injured for his Zeal 
to ſerve this Honourable. Company, and 
make him ſuch Reparation as may en- 
Courage all who; are in the Company's 
Service to promote it's Intereſt with the 
utmoſt Zeal and Integrity. 
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EXTRACTS referred to under the 
different Marks, (A) 
95th Paragraph of the Letter, per Godolphin. 


MR. Bart bolomet Plaiſted, late Engineer and 

' Surveyor of Calcutta, having applied to us for 
Redreſs for the injurious Treatment he met with 
from the then Governor and Co. we have made a 
ſtrict Enequiry into his Caſe, and find, that he was 
turned out of his Poſt of Surveyor far his honeſt 
Endeavours to prevent the Abuſes in the Execution 
of the Buxyſhip of Meſſrs. Bellamy and Kempe, and 
for no other Reaſon that appears to us. We ſhould 
have been glad to have provided for him in the 
Engineering Way, but we can fix on no Appoint- 
ment of that Sort, without interfering” with Mr. 
Robins, whoſe Meaſures and Deſigns we are de- 
termined on no conſideration to break in upon: 
However, we have recommended him to Mr. 
Robins, to be employed under him in ſuch Manner 
as he ſhall think proper, if he finds him fitly qua- 
lified”; and provided, as we ſaid before, it will no 
ways interfere with his Meaſures and Deſigns : 

But if he be not ſo employed, you are hereby 
poſitively directed to make a ſujtable Proviſion for 

im in any other Station in our Service, that may 
be worth his Acceptance, excepting as à covenanted 
Servant; and you are to look on him as a Perſon 
we have a value for, and who merits our Favour. 


(B) 


(13) 
(B) ech Paragraph.» - + + 


Mr. Plaiſted has given us his Thoughts in writ- 
Ing upon the Manner of tranſacting Buſineſs by the 
Pury, in the Courſe of which you will find we have 
Ween very much abuſed ; and, unleſs proper Mea- 
Wures are taken, we ſhall ſtill be liable to be im- 
Poſed on; a great Branch of the Buxy's Buſineſs 
Fill, we apprehend, take a different Channel under 
Ihe Inſpection and Direction of Mr. Robins; and 

Wherefore we can only tranſmit a Copy of Me, 
Plaiſted's Paper for your Information, without 
ing avy preciſe Orders thereon ; bur we expeR 
hat the Regulations therein pointed out be carried 
Into Execution as fully as poſſible, ſo far as they 
- i lo not break in or interfere with the Meaſures of 

Ar. Robins, or that you ſhew us your Reaſon why 


(C) 68th Paragraph. f 


We are fully apprized of the unkind and dif- 
Fouraging Reception Mr. Plaiſted met with on his 
Return to Calcutta, for no other Reaſon that we 
ban find, than his well-meaning and honeſt Endea- 
ours to ſerve us; but Mr. M*Gurre's Behaviour of 
What Mr. Plaifted 7 him be true, was of a 
4 ature that muſt put an End to our Authority, ard 
ender our Protection uſeleſs, unleſs duely reſented. 
he Charge is, that on his waiting on Mr. M*Guire 
on his firſt Arrival, he cut him down with a Sword, 
Ind almoſt murdered him, under a Pretence of his 
having uſed him ill in England. With us it is 
xxtraordinary that no Enquiry was made into this 
Affair, but we are determined that it ſhall not be 
Jo lightly paſſed over. We therefore command 
* 4 
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(12) 
EXTRACTS referred to under the 
* different Marks. (A) 
9 5th Paragraph of the Letter, per Goaolphin. 
MR. ' Bartholomew Plaiſted, late Engineer and 


Surveyor of Calcutta, having applied to us for 
Redreſs for the injurious Treatment he met with 


from the then Governor and Co. we have made a 
ſtrict Enquiry into his Caſe,” and find, that he was 


turned out of his Poſt of Surveyor far his honeſt 


Endeavours to prevent the Abuſes in the Execution 


of the Buxyſhip of Meſirs. Bellamy and Kempe, and 
for no other Reaſon that appears to us. 'We ſhould 
have been glad to have provided for him in the 
Engineering Way, but we can fix on no Appoint- 
ment of that Sort, without interfering with Mr. 
' Robins, whoſe Meaſures and Deſigns we are de- 
termined-on no conſideration to break 'in upon : 
However, we have recommended him to Mr. 
Robins, to be employed under him in ſuch Manner 
as he ſhall think proper, if he finds him fitly qua- 
lified; and provided, as we ſaid before, it will no 
ways interfere with his Meaſures and Deſigns: 
But if he be not ſo employed, you are hereby 
poſitively directed to make a ſuitable Proviſion for 
im in any other Station in our Service, that may 
be worth his Acceptance, excepting as à covenanted 
Servant; and you are to look on him as a Perſon 
we have a value for, and who merits our Favour. 


(B) 


FT WER” TR WW W.' 


3 . Md A. OY 


„ 
(B) 96th Paragraf. 


Mr. Plaiſted has given us his Thoughts in writ- 
ing upon the Manner of tranſacting Buſineſs by the 
Buxy, in the Courſe of which you will find we have 
been very much abuſed ; and, unleſs proper Mea- 
ſures are taken, we ſhall ſtill be liable to be im- 
poſed on ; a great 'Branch of the Buxy's Buſineſs 
will, we apprehend, take a different Channel under 
the Inſpection and Direction of Mr. Robins; and 
therefore we can only tranſmit - a Copy of Me. 
Plaiſted's Paper for your Information, without 
giving any preciſe Orders thereon; but we exy 
that the Regulations therein pointed out be carried 
into Execution as fully as poſſible, ſo far as they 
do not break in or interfere with the Meaſures of 
Mr. Robins, or that you ſhew us your Reaſon why 
they cannot. 1 Te 


? 


(C) | 68th Paragraph. —=- 


We are fully apprized of the unkind and dif- 
couraging Reception Mr. Plaiſted met with on his 
Return to Calcutta, for no other Reaſon that we 
can find, thah his well-meaning and honeſt Endea- 
yours to ſerve us; but Mr. M Gu ,s Behaviour of 
what Mr. Plaiſted charges him be true, was of a 
Nature that muſt put an End to our Authority, and 
render our Protection uſeleſs, unleſs duely reſented. 
The Charge is, that on his waiting on Mr. M*Guire 
on his firſt Arrival, he cut him down with a Sword, 
and almoſt murdered him, under a Pretence of his 
having uſed him ill in England. With us it is very 
extraordinary that no Enquiry was made into this 
Affair, but we are determined that it ſhall not be 
ſo lightly paſſed over. We therefore command 
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(14) 

you to make a full and ſtrict Enquiry in every Cir- 
cumſtance of Mr. M Guire's Behaviour to Mr. 
Plaiſted, and report the whole to us, with your im- 
partial Opinion, thereupon, for our Determination; 
and in the mean Timk, if you find Mr. M*<Guire 
culpable, you are to ſuſpend him from our derte 
an Wait for our further Orders. 6 


OY Pa 1634 Paragraph. 


Mr. A. Gare having deſired our Pane to 
come to Calcutta, to vindicate himſelf from the 
Miſrepreſentation Mr. Plaiſted.. had. made to your 
Honours of his. Behaviour, arrived. here in conſe- 
quence thereof the. Beginning, of this Month; and 


in a Letter of the fifth acquaints us, the Depoſitions 


taken before us, as a Bench of Juſtices, in relation 
to that Affair, was loſt; and as two of his material 
Witneſſes are dead, he jeft the Purport of what was 
then depoſed to our Recollection, and requeſted 
that we would tranſmit the Reſult to your Honours. 
In conſequence of this Addreſs we beg leave to 
mention, that, to the beſt of our Remembrance, 
the Affair appeared to us by the Evidence then be- 
e us in a very different Light to what it has been 
repreſented to your Honours, 4s by the Witneſſes 
Mr. Plaiſted himſelf produced to ſupport the Charge, 
he ſeemed to have been in a great Meaſure the Ag- 
reſſor, by treating Mr. M*Cuire very abulively, 
= BB that Gentleman offered to reſent the Injury, 
which was the real Occaſion, and not his Informa- 
tion laid before your Honours, while he was in Eng- 
land, of the Aſſault he complains of. We preſume 
this preſent Relation of that Fact, ſo widely diffe- 
rent from what Mr. Plaiſted has wrote, will ſuffi- 
ciently exculpate Mr. M*Guire from having acted 
in polen to your Authority, which * beg 
| cave 
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leave to aſſure your Honours we do ndt imagine he 
ever intended, as he has always. behaved to out 
general Satisfaction in your Service. 0H 
E. Entered on Conſultation, May 5, 1755. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


'Tis with great Concern L have ſo lately come to 


100 the Knowledge of the Enquiry you vas pleaſed to 
to make in Conſequence of the Honourable Company's 
he Orders in the 68th Paragraph of their Letter to 
you, about Mr. M*<Guire's Behaviour to me; and 
a ſtill greater Concern to find, by your Anſwer 
thereto, I am to lay under the LT eats of having 
miſrepreſented Things to the Honourable Com- 
pany. Common Juſtice to myſelf therefore requires 
I do not fit filent when I am ſo branded, and yet the 
tender Part I am now to perform makes it neceſſary 
that I be more than uſually cautious leaſt I offend, 
when I am only bringing Truth in my Defence; 
and with all due Reſpect I cannot help expreſſing 
my Surprize at Mr. M*Guire. being the Perſon to 
acquaint you that all the Depoſitions are loſt, and 
that two of his material Witneſſes are dead; 
whereby it appears he would inſinuate, that he is 
under a Neceſlity to appeal to your Honours, Sc. 
Memory. Happy would it have been for me had 
E indulged me with advertizing me ſuch an 

nquiry was on Foot, becauſe I might then have 
had an Opportunity to have proved, by incon- 
teſtable Witneſſes, the Truth. of all I have aſſerted 
home about this Gentleman; but this not being al- 
lowed me, I muſt aſk_ Pardon if I aſſert the Thing, 


muſt have ſlipped your Honour, Sc's. Memory, 
hat, by the 


. 2 


when you are pleaſed to repreſent, 


« Witneſſes I myſelf produced to ſupport the Charge, 
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* 1 ſcemetl- to have been in a great Meaſure the 
« Aggreſſor.“ And, with all due Reſpe& to 
Honour, Ec. I humbly conceive it would have 
been a common Piece of Juſtice to me to have 
produced their Depoſitions, or at leaſt have named 
them, which, as you have not done, you may per- 
ceive it has only your Honour, cs. Memory for a 
Record; and I aſk Pardon if I offend in not being 
ſo ceremonious and complaiſant as to tacitly admit 
ſuch weak Proofs to vilify my Character, but ap- 
to the Records of the Seffions of Oyer and 
erminer of the yth and 14th of November, 
1752, where, if your Honour, Sc. had granted 
me a Requeſt, which I thought then my Right 
in Law of having my Evidence examined in open 
Court, I would have brought Proofs of ſuch a 
premeditated Deſign as would not have centered 
in Mr. M*Guire only: however, tho' this was 
not granted, I hope there till remains enough 
to evince all I have aſſerted againft this Gentle- 


man ; and therefore, whether this preſent Re- | 


lation of your Honour, c. concerning this 
Fact, be ſufficient to exculpate Mr. M*Guire 
m Oppoſition to the Records of Calcutta, to 
which I have a Right to appeal in my own 
Defence, I leave to the Candour of. the Ho- 
nourable Company. In the Interim I could not 
have conceived, that, after Mr. M*Guire had had 
an Indictment found againſt him on the Oath 
of Seventeen Grand Jury Men, and himſelf 


pleaded Guilty to that Indictment, and by you | 


Gentlemen fined 20 J. for this very Offence, that 
either him or his Advocates would have committed 
ſo flagrant an Impropriety as now to attempt to 
defend his Innocence, I, . | 


Py : 
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It remains, I aſk Pardon, if, in endeavouring 
to defend my. Character from the Aſperſions of 
a Slanderer, tho* expreſſed in ſofter Terms, I 
have any way offended, and am, with all due 
Reſpect, &c. 


B. PLAISTED. 


c Calcutta, 


(18) 


F Calcutta, Anno. 1752. 
Town of Calcutta il. 


T a General Seſſions of the Peace, Seſſions of 

Oyer and Terminer, and Seſſions of Goal De- 
livery, for the ſaid Town of Calcutta, and Precinct 
thereof, on Tueſday the Seventh of November, in 


the 26th Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord 


George the Second, of Great-Britain, France and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, Sc. and in 
the Year of our Lord 1752. Before 


The Hon Roger Drake, Eſq; Chief Juſtice. 


Edward Holden Cruttinden, 
Charles Manningham, Juſtices. 
Wiltam Frankland, | 


Opencd the Court on the three Commiſſions. 


James Valecourt, Eſq; Sheriff, returned the Pre- 


cepts to him directed, for ſummoning a Grand and 
Petit Jury, to ſerve at this preſent Seſſions, toge- 
ther with the Pannels of the Juries ſummoned con- 
formable thereto. 


The Grand Jury being called over, and appear- 
ing according to their Names in the Pannel, the 
following Perſons were Sworn on the Grand Jury : 


Robert 


(19) 
Robert Halſey Baldrick, Foreman. 


David Rannie, Wilkam Parker, 
Thomas Coales, James Merredith, 
John Ranſon, Samuel Lutton, 
William Hutchinſon, Thomas Purnell, 
Jobn Brown, Duncan Walſon, 
Joſeph Lowe, David Grabam, 
Pilliam Nixon, Samuel Oliver, 
Milliam Tooke, Thomas Bellamy. 


Counted the Grand Jury, in all 17 Perſons. 


Delivered the Charge to the Grand Jury, Who 
withdrew to their Room. | | 


Swore Thomas Blaney, Bailiff, to attend the 
Grand Jury. 


Sent into the Grand Jury an Indictment againſt 
William M Guire for an Aſſault. 


Called, Bartholomew Plaiſted, to proſecute on 
behalf of the King, who appeared. 


Called, Jilliam M*Guire, to appear and fave his | 
Recognizance, who appeared. 


Swore, Bartholomew Plaiſted, to anſwer ta the 
Grand Jury. | 

Swore, Dedarro, 

Swore, Huttoo. 


Swore, Burroo. 
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The Grand Jury returned into Court the Bill 
againſt William M*Guire, endorſed : A true Bill, 


Robert Halſey Baldrick, Foreman. 


William M*Guire called to the Bar, and arraigned 
on the following Indictment. | 


Town of Calcutta, to wit. 


The Jurors for our Sovereign Lord the King 
do on their Oaths preſent, that William M Guire, 
of the ſaid Town, Merchant, on the 28th Day of 
Fuly, in the preſent Year of our Lord one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and fifty- two, between the 
Hours of Four and Six in the Evening, in the 
Town aforeſaid, with Force and Arms, did make 
an Aſſault in and upon the Body of Bartholomew 
Plaiſted, in the Peace of God and our Sovereign 
Lord the King, then and there being; and him the 
ſaid Bartholomew Plaiſted did beat, wound, and 
evilly intreat, and him did wound with one Sword 
or Weapon, made of Iron or Steel, of which Wound 
the ſaid Bartholomew Plaiſted did languiſh ſome 
Days; and other Wrongs did to the ſaid Bartbo- 
lomew Plaiſted, to his great Damage, and againſt the 
Peace of our Sovereign Lord the King his Crown 
and Dignity. 


Witnels Bartholomew Plaiſted, 
John Wood. © 


To which Indictment the ſaid William M*Guire | 
pl-ads, Not Guilty, and defired Time to Traverſe; 
which was accordingly granted by the Court, 


Took William M*<*Guire's Recognizance to appear 
next Seſſions, and join Iſſue on the Traverſe in the 


Sum of 200 /. 
Securities, 


4) 
Securities, Meſſrs. Robert Mapletoft and Edward 
Hardwicke, each the Sum of 100 J. | 


Diſcharged from the former Recognizance. 


Adjourned the Court to Tueſday the 14th Inſtant 
en the ſame Summons. 


Richard Court, Clerk of the Peace. 


4 


Calcutta, Anno 17 52. 


1 | Town of Calcutta ſſ. 
5 AT a General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, 
n - Seſſions of Oyer and Terminer, and Seſſions of 


Goal Delivery, held by Adjournment for the Town 

of Calcutta and Precincts thereof, on Tueſday the 
14th of November, in the 26th Year of the Reign 

of our Sovereign Lord George the Second, of Great- 

Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defender. of the 

2 Sc. And in the Year of our Lord, 1752, 
efore 


The Hon#* Roger Drake, Eſq; Chief Juſtice. 
Edward Holden Cruttinden, 


Charles Manningham, E 
ire William Frankland, rs. 
ſe; William Macket, 


Five of his Majeſty's Juſtices, Commiſſioners of 
the Peace, Juſtices of the Peace, Juſtices of Oyer 
and Terminer, and Juſtices of Gaol Delivery for 
the ſaid Town and Precinct thereof. | 


ar 


he 
Opened 


(22 ) 


Opened the Court on the three Commiſſions. 


Grand Jury appearing, withdrew to their Room. 


Williem M*Guire appeared at the Bar, and re- 
trated his former Plea, and pleaded Guilty to the 
Indictment for an Aſſault, wherewith he ſtands 
charged on the Oath of Bartholomew Plaiſted, and 
throws himſelf on rhe Mercy of the Court. 


The Court taking the ſaid Plea into Conſidera- 
tion, pronounced the following Sentence : 


« That William M<Guire do pay for ſuch 
his Offence a Fine of Twenty Pounds 
* unto our Sovereign Lord the King; 
* and that he do give Security in the 
* further Sum of Twenty Pounds, that 
* he will not within one Year and one 
„ Day, from this Day, break the Peace 
„ with any of his Majeſty's leige Sub- 
&« jets, more eſpecially with the Pro- 
« ſecutor Bartholomew Plaiſted.” 


Ordered the Sheriff to levy the ſaid Fine. 
| William M*<Guire diſcharged from his former Re- 
cognizance to appear at the next General Quarter 


Seſſions, and freſh Recognizance taken to keep the 
Peace for twelve Months and one Day. 


Extract 
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Extract mark'd G. 


To the Court of Directors for. the Af- 
fairs of the Honourable United 
Eaſt-India Company. 


The humble Memorial of Bartholomew Plaiſted, 


SHEWETH, 
THAT your Memorialiſt having repreſented to 


your Honours the moſt unjuſt and injurious 
Treatment he met with on his Arrival here from 
Mr. William M*<Guire, and your Honours, in con- 
ſequence thereof, being willing your Memorialiſt 
ſhould have Juſtice done, did direct your Preſident 
and Council here, in the 68th Paragraph of your 
General Letter under Date to make a full and 
ſtriẽt Enquiry into every Circumſtance of the Af- 
fair, and to tranſmit the whole to your Honours, 
with this Addition, that if Mr. M Guire was cul- 
pable, he was to be ſuſpended your Service 


Your Memorialiſt, being the Subject of theſe 
your Orders, conceives he ought to have had a 
Copy of the ſame tranſmitted to him by your Pre- 
ſident and Council, in order that your Memorialiſt 
might have proved his Allegations againſt the ſaid 
M Guire if he choſe it, or that he M Guire ſnould 
owe to your Memorialift his Clemency; a Favour 
he does not merit, but ſo it is. Your Memorialiſt 
begs leave to repreſent, that your Memorialiſt 
being then ſick, having loſt the Uſe of his Limbs, 
and confined to his Bed, was wholely kept in the 
dark about what your Honours had wrote, ex- 


cepting 
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cepting that William Frankland Eſq; once paying 
your Memorialiſt a Viſit, ſhewed him a Copy of 
the Paragraph containing theſe Orders, and uſing 
Charles Manningham, Eſq, his Name likewiſe, and 
this in the Prelence of Mr. Thomas Cooke, of this 
Place, ſaid they ſhould take it as a Favour, that 
as Mr. M*Guire had now a Family, and the Thing 
was of two Years ſtanding, that your Memorialiſt 
would now drop it: To which your Memorialiſt 
replied, that as he eſteemed himſelf a dying Man, 
he was unwilling the World ſhould ſay he went 
out of it with Malice in his Heart, and therefore 
forgot and forgave. 


Your Memorialiſt having thus acted a charitable 
Part, and not conceiving that, after behaving ſo 
generouſly, any ungentleman-like Proceedings and 
Advantages would have been taken, he being 
ſtill confined to his Bed, was extremely unguarded 
by this Application of Mr. Frantland, inſon ch 
that your Memorialiſt wrote home to his Friends 
that the Affair was made up: But ſo it is, may 
it pleaſe your Honours, that not till four Months 
after the Shipping, your Memorialiſt heard that 
this Affair was privately reported home to your 
Honours, in the 163d Paragraph of their Letter, 
dated the gth of December, 1754, with very in- 
jurious Reflections on your Memorialiſt, unſup- 

orted with any Proofs; on which your Memo- 
rialiſt applied for a Copy of the ſaid Paragraph, 
and had it granted ; when, on reading it, your 
Memorialiſt was ſurprized at your Preſident and 
Council acting the Parts of Advocates for a 
Criminal, five of whom before had condemned 
him to pay a Fine, and even turning Panegyriſts 
for him, by repreſenting Things in his Favour, 
- contrary to their own Record when uoges of 

yer 


6 
| 
> 
1 
1 
8 
7 
8 


(25) 

Oyer and Terminer, under Date the 7th and 14th 
of November, 1752, to which your Memorialiſt 
begs leave to refer you, as your Memorialiſt is 
of Opinion that this Paragraph was 'a Scheme 
of Mr. M<*Guire's Friends, to ouſt him out of 
your Honours Favours ; againſt which your Me- 
morialiſt has no other Securicy than your ex- 

rienced Candour and Penetration, on com- 
paring the Arguments and Proofs, and the great 
Inconſiſtency of Judges appealing. to their Me- 
mories, and throwing their Records aſide, on the 
Occaſion, tho? directed by you to tranſmit the whole. 


Your Memorialiſt conceiving, that, in Juſtice 
to himſelf, he could not let ſuch a Paragraph, 
ſo injurious to his Character, go unanſwered, 
ſince his Reputation is as dear to him as to any 
other, however armed with Power and intrenched 
with Dignity, addreſſed the Board by Letter, 
which he is informed 1s entered on Conſultation, 
May the 4th, 1755. Had this Letter had any 
Effet, your Memorialiſt would not have troubled 
you with this his preſent Memorial. 


Your Memorialiſt being unwilling to return Evil 
for Evil, paſſes over in Silence ſome other very 
unprecedented Proceedings had againſt your Me- 
morialiſt in this Affair, but ſubmits what is al- 
ready above ſet forth to your Honours Candour 
and Clemency, and prays ſuch Relief as to your 
Honours ſhall ſeem meet; being, with the greateſt 
Reſpect, 5 
HFHonourable Sirs, 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 

November 20th, e 
1755. | 

BARTHO. PLAISTED, 
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Extract mark'd H 
Fort William, 24th November, 175 5, 


At a CoNSsULTATION, 


Preſent, 
The Honourable Roger Drake, Eſq; Prefident, 
Meſſrs. Manning bam, Frankland, 
Becher, Hohoell, 
Pearkes, Macket, 
Eyr Cs 


M R. Holwell obſerves, that he conceives the 
Orders of the Court of Directors, for all Ad- 
dreſſes paſſing thro' the Channel of this Board, 
is with Intention, and ſo expreſſed, if he remem- 
bers right, that the Board ſhould take ſuch Ad- 
dreſſes under Conſideration : He therefore moves, 
that the Memorial of Mr. Bartholomew Plaiſted, 
addreſſed to our Honourable Maſters, be accor- 
dingly taken under Conſideration ; the faid Memo- 
rial ſetting forth, and indiſcriminately charging 
the whole Board with privately reporting injuriouſly 
Reflections againſt him, unſupported with any 
Proofs ; with acting the Parts of Advocates and 
urging Panegyriſts for a Criminal, whom five of 
your Board had condemned, with repreſenting 
Things in Mr. M*<Guires Favour, contrary to 
move own Records, as Judges of Oyer and 
erminer, with Intent and Scheme of ouſting 
him, Mr: Plaifted, from the Favour of the Court 
of Directors, with appealing to your Memories, 
55 and 


| (27) 
and throwing your Records aſide; with an Inſinua- 
tion that you are armed with Power, and intrenched 
with Dignity, to do wrong; and, laſtly, with 
| ſome very unprecedented Proceedings had againſt 
him in this Affair, which he paſſes over: Theſe 
Mr. Holwell obſerves are Accuſations of a very 
heavy Nature, in which that Gentleman, he ob- 
ſerves, has unjuſtly, and without Diſtinction, in- 
volved the whole Board : He therefore, as a Duty 
owing to himſelf and Character, thinks it needful 
the Honourable Court of Directors ſhould know 
he was not a Juſtice of the Peace at the Time of 
the Tranſaction, or the Proceeding had thereon, 
nor had in any Shape any thing to do in it, further 
than having ſigned the General Letter of the gth 
December, 1754, hereby ſubſcribing only to the 
Veracity of the Gentlemen who therein appealed to 
their Memories, in which he hopes and doubts not 
but he was well warranted. 


Mr. Becber likewiſe thinks it need ful to take 
Notice, that tho' he was a Juſtice of Peace at the 
Time of this Tranſaction, he was not on the Bench 
at the Trial, nor had he in any Shape any thing to 
do in it, further thap having ſigned the General 
Letter of the gth of December, 1754, hereby ſub- 
{cribing only to the Veracity of the Gentlemen who 
therein appealed to their Memories, in which he 
hopes and doubts not but he was well warranted. 


Mr. Pearkes begs leave to mention, that he is 


quite unacquainted with the whole Affair, as he 
was at that Time returned to Dacca. 


Mr. Frankland begs leave to acquaint the Board, 
that Mr. Plaiſted, prior to his Departure for Europe, 
having promiſed him a Copy of the Plan he had 

855 "0-2 taken 
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taken of the Town of Calcutta, and his calling on 
Mr. Plaiſted at the Time mentioned in his Memo- 
rial, was chiefly to requeſt the Favour of the ſaid 
Plan, with leave to take a Copy of it, having be- 
fore he was taken ill once or twice reminded him 
of his Promiſe ; on his mentioning this his Inten- 
tion of going to Mr. Plaiſted, ſome time after the 
Receipt of the Honourable Company's Orders re- 
ſpecting Mr. M*Guire, he being pretty well re- 
covered, excepting in the Uſe of his Limbs, Mr. 
Manningham defired him to ſpeak to Mr. Plaiſted 
on that Affair, which he accordingly did, in the 
Preſence of Mr. Thomas Cooke, as is ſet forth in the 
Memorial; but on Mr. Plaiſted's ſaying, after a 
good deal of Diſcourſe on the Subject, that he 
Mr. M*Guire ought to write to him, and make 
proper Conceſſions, defiring alſo a Copy of the 
Company's Paragraph ; and Mr. Cooke being of 
the ſame Opinion, he Mr. Frankland, ſaid, that as 
he had not ſpoke to Mr. M*Guire about this Af- 
fair, he being abſent, but only mentioned it to 
him, Mr. Plaiſted, as from Mr. Manning bam and 


himſelf, he could ſay nothing further on the Sub- 


ject; and Mr. Plaiſted having furniſhed him with 
the Plan, he took his leave. 


Upon taking Mr. Plaiſteds Memorial under 
Conſideration, the Board are of Opinion, that 
Gentleman has treated them injuriouſly, and very 
unbecoming the Reſpect due to them as a Preſident 
and Council, by inſinuating that we have made 
Uſe of the Power and Dignity of our Stations to 
commit Injuſtice; the Board are therefore of 
Opinion this Memorial merits their higheſt Reſent- 
ment, and that Mr. Plaiſted ſhould be ſuſpended 
from his Office of Maſter Attendant for his inſo- 
lent and unparalelled Treatment of the Honourable 


Company's 
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Company's Repreſentatives ; in which Step they 
Joube not they ſhall be juſtified by their Honou- 
rable Maſters. 


Ordered, The Secretary to inform Mr. 
Bartholomew Plaiſted, that we have ſuſ- 
pended him from his Office of Maſter 
Attendant, and direct him to deliver the 
Charge thereof to Mr. John Afton, Deputy 
Maſter Attendant. 


Mr. Manning ham, to obviate all Objections of 
his Partiality from his Attachment to Mr. M*Guire, 
by having charge of his mercantile Affairs, begs 
leave to remain Neuter in the Conſideration of Mr. 
Plaiſted's Memorial. 


Extract I. 


Of the Supplement of the Letter by the 
London. | 


MR . Bartholomew Plaiſted, with a. Letter to the 
Board on the 2oth of November, accompanied 
two Memorials, to be tranſmitted the Honourable 
Court of Directors in our Packets to them, one of 
which we forward by this Ship. Upon peruſing the 
Memorial laid before us as above, and takin 
ſame under Conſideration, the Board were of 
Opinion he had treated them in a Manner very un- 
becoming the Reſpect due to them as a Preſident 
and Council, and had made ſeveral Inſinuations 
derogatory of their Honours ; inferring, they had 
made Uſe of the Power and Dignity of their 
Stations to commit Injuſtice, by be p 
8 


Facts and turning Advocates for a Criminal. A 
injurious 
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injurious a Treatment of your Honours Repreſen- 
tatives would ſubject them to the Contempt of the 


* 


Inhabitants living under their Protection, if proper 
Notice was not taken of ſo inſolent and unparalelled 
an Attack of their Characters in a publick Capa- 
city; we were of Opinion Mr. Plaiſted merited our 
ſevereſt Reſentment, and that he ought to be ſuſ- 
pended from his Office of Maſter.Attendant, which 
we accordingly did, and directed him to deliver the 
Charge thereof to Mr. John Afton, Deputy Maſter 
Attendant, 


FINIS. 


